POLAR VOYAGES OF REGENT TIMES
ing-mast had been erected. Then for nearly four days
and nights the airship flew over the polar regions, first via
Archangel to Franz Joseph Land, where it made a beau-
tiful landing on the water. Here mail was exchanged
with a Russian ice-breaker. Next the journey was con-
tinued eastward to the unknown Severnaya Zemlya,
which was now photographed with Dr. Aschenbrenner's
apparatus (see page 75). Via the interior of the Taimyr
peninsula and the whole length of Novaya Zemlya the
Zeppelin returned to Leningrad, completing the finest
airship flight made to date in the Arctic. The scientific
achievements were not only the mapping of many
hitherto unknown areas, but the recording through-
out the whole flight of meteorological and magnetic
observations.
Unfortunately, since this magnificent flight, 'Aero-
arctic' has declined, mainly on account of the disturbed
political condition of Europe, especially the coolness be-
tween Russia and Germany, the two countries who had
been most active in this field, and who had had the
greatest economic resources.
The renewal of Arctic flying came from quite another
quarter than that of the scientists. The desire was felt
to open a route between Europe and North America,
and the interest of pilots and the big transport com-
panies was concentrated on the far north. Throughout
every summer, up to the present time, numerous test-
flights have been made between the two hemispheres.
At first a southerly route from Europe via the Faroes,
Iceland and Greenland was considered. Flights were
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